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In this work the author presents both the theory and practice 
of all the various branches of Guaranty Insurance, covering all 
forms of compensated suretyship, such as official and private 
fidelity bonds, court bonds, and credit and title insurance. To 
the courts has been left their proper and appointed work of defin- 
ing the unsettled principles of the subject by future decisions; 
the writer of the treatise has studied the decisions as they are 
to-day, deducing from them the rules and principles which make 
the law of to-day. 

The subject has been systematically divided and sub-divided; 
the sections are numbered continuously; catch words are in full- 
faced type; references are made to the official reports; and the 
index is made with care and precision. 

J. B. T. 



Elements of the Law of Sales of Personal Property. By 
Wm. L. Burdick, Ph. D., LL. B. (Yale). Pp. xi+214. 
Chicago : T. H. Flood & Company, 1901. 

This book presents in a complete and elementary way all the 
leading topics of this important sub-division of the law of con- 
tracts. While the author has made no pretension to an extensive 
treatment, nevertheless all the essential questions connected with 
the subject have been referred to, and all that one requires for 
a general knowledge of its elements, has been taken up and con- 
sidered. When he has thought it necessary the author has not 
hesitated to express his own opinion and throughout has main- 
tained great clearness of statement. While the work would per- 
haps be of little use to one desiring to read an elaborate and 
complete treatise on this subject, for the purpose of studying the 
law of sales from a theoretical standpoint, nevertheless it is par- 
ticularly suited for a hasty examination of the subject. For this 
last reason business men should find the book very convenient 
and well worth examination. We would particularly recommend 
it to students who have been making a study of the subject and 
desire something which will give a complete and concise state- 
ment, for a review. Special attention has been paid to the stu- 
dents' needs, the plan of the entire book being to employ the 
facts of the cases in the discussion in order to bring the illustra- 
tions of the principles they stand for directly before the reader's 
notice. 

The topic of "remedies" has been treated somewhat more fully 
than in most works of this character, and a synopsis of the more 
important principles relating to damages, in connection there- 
with, has been introduced, which will prove, we think, a welcome 
aid. In the Appendix there is given, among other things, the 
text of the recent (1893) English Sale of Goods Act, which is 
in itself, a most valuable outline of the law of sales, since the 
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act is substantially a codification of the principles of the com- 
mon law upon the subject. 

In summing up we would say that it is a book worth any one's 
reading, whether lawyer, student, professional or business man 
and a very valuable addition to any library. 

I. G. 0. F. 



Cases on International Law. Selected from Decisions of 
English and American Courts. Edited with Syllabus and 
Annotations by James Brown Scott, A. M. (Harvard), J. IT. 
D. (Heidelberg), Dean of the College of Law, University of 
Illinois. Based on the late Dr. Freeman Snow's Cases and 
Opinions on International Law. Pp. xxii+961. Boston: The 
Boston Book Company, 1902. 

The above work was originally undertaken with the idea of 
preparing a new edition of Snow's Cases and Opinions, covering 
all the points of the previous edition by judicial decisions instead 
of references to text-books. But the change was so general that 
"in justice to both authors" it is published over Mr. Scott's 
name. 

As most of the principles of international law have been 
settled by judicial decisions, a systematic collection of those 
cases is very much welcomed by the profession. 

The idea underlying the volume is that international law is 
part of the English common law and as such was imported into 
the American colonies just like the rest of the common law, except 
such parts as were inconsistent with the new conditions here. 

Since English and American courts have for many years 
enforced international law, the great number of decisions must 
have their weight in the decisions of to-day, for precedent should 
be equally binding in this as well as in other parts of law. 

While there are many other sources of opinion on a disputed 
point, that which is above all most valuable in drawing con- 
clusion is the impartial decision of some judge. These decisions 
until overruled stand as law. Therefore, the author has con- 
fined his text to the reported decisions of English and American 
courts, while matters of mere opinion, etc., have been consigned 
to the footnotes and Syllabus. 

This Syllabus, by the way, is a most important part of the 
work. It is based on the Syllabus in Dr. Snow's book and serves 
to round out the principles stated in the text. 

By means of numerous references to well-known writers of 
France, Germany and other of the European countries it affords 
a valuable direction in comparative research. 

The Alabama Claim, Trent Affair, and a host of other famous 
cases are fully reported and well illustrate the laws that govern 



